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Message

from President Mqx Hoover
With winter almost
behind us (in Nebraska
there almost wasn't any)
and spring right around
the comer it is time for a
newsletter again.

I

would wish you all
well in the year 2006,
and I would like to ask
you to try again to reach
out to any other Askari shipmates you might know
of, and try and get them to join us. When you stop
and think about it, there will never be any new ARL
sailors. We are it and we still have the opporhrnity
to share and fellowship together.

In the winter

I

newsletter, shared with you how
much firn was had at the 2005 reunion in Kentucky
and how great it was to see old Askari friends and
welcome new ones. Every one who was there sure
wishes the rest of you could have been there too.

Now the exciting news for 2006! We have another
opportunity to get together. September 6-10, 2006
in Branson, MO there will be a gathering of Askari
shipmates. Pam Brown from Gatherings Plus will

be sending a packet of materials with full
information to each member soon. Pam has given
us a little advance information which is included in
the newsletter under the heading "Galherings Plus"
and has provided a form to use to sign up. So check

your calendar and clear it ifyou have to, so you can
us there. If you have never been to Branson you
in for a treat. They go out of their way to
welcome vets and have an unbelievable variety of
things to do and see. They claim more theater seats
than Broadway in New York City and the shows are
top notch. Watch your mail for your packet with a
complete itinerary.

join
are

I wish you all well in the year 2006 and look
forward to seeing you in Branson.

Meet our Association President
We thought Association members would like to
know a little about our new President, so Max has
glven us some information so you can know him
better.

I entered the Navy in the fall after graduating from
high school in Wellington, Kansas. My basic
Califomia and Radarrran
Class A-School was at Great Lakes Naval Training
Center. From A-School, I received orders to Com
First Fleet staff. In the two years I was on staff
duty, the Admiral's Flag flew on four different
cruisers, the Providence, the St. Paul, the Chicago,
and the OHahoma City. In September 1968, I
received new orders to proceed to the U.S.S. Askari
ARL-30, and they said to pick her up just offDong
Tam. While on board, I experienced the mining of
the Westchester County, the salvage boat berng
blown out of the water nem Ben Tre (I was on the

taining was in

San Diego,

bridge watch that night), moving to the Varn Co
River @40 and AK47), spent two weeks TAD to
the Harnett County (they were short on Radarrnen apparently, we had plenty). In June 1969, my father
had a heart attack and Capt. Festag sent me home
on emergency leave. I had less than three months
left in corxrky and less than six months left in
service, so Capt. Festag gave me a week at home,
then to Great Lakes to be separated. That ended my
naval career.

In

1974, I married Marcia
Pope. She is an RN and we
have two boys. The oldest is
Joshua. His wife is Jacy and
they have our l5-month-old

granddaughter Kylie. Our
other son is Seth - not married
yet. They all live in Lincotn,
Nebraska which is less than an
hour away, so we do get to see
them often. I have lived in York, Nebraska since
getting out of the Nurry, and have worked in several
different vocations (automotive machinist farmed,
small engine mechanic, presflre washer business,
mobile home sales, truck driver, and now in
buitding maintenance at the local hospital).

Marvin Wilsey remembers ...
I received orders to Askari right after I got married
in June 1966. Was supposed to report aboard
Askari in Subic Bay the Philippines, but one day n
September or October 1966 I went to the
commissary at Treasure Island, California I came
out of the commissary and savrr a ship across the
parking lot (at the pier) with the hull number 30,
hmmmm. I walked over and noticed the name was
Askari, hmmmmm- Went aboard and asked, "Is this
the Askari, ARL 30?" "Yes, Chief, it is." So I went
to the personnel office and said, "You have to
change my orders.u The personnelman assured me
there was no problem. gave him a three digit
phone number and his jaw dropped when he
reached the ship. That was one of the biggest
mistakes I made in my twenty years! I could have
flown to Subic and sat in the CPO club for almost
two months, waiting for the ship to arrive!!! End of
story...

I

Qflfr{TERINgS QL'US
Dear U.S.S. ASKARI Members,

We are pleased to announce that your 2006 reunion
will be in Branson, Mo.!! We are working with
Max Hoover, yow reunion coordinator and we
know the itinerary that's planned will be enjoyable
for everyone.

Quahty accommodations, entertainment, food and
fun me in store for all attendees ils you take in
Branson. Exciting goup activities have been
planned. Come ready to enjoy yourselfl!! We
also encourage family members to attend the
reunion with you.
There will be plenty of timri allowed for what is
most important to any reunion....time to visit with
each other. There is also additional time available
for you to experience Branson's many shows. Just
call our office for inforrnation about ticketing for
additional attractions. Also, your reunion rate will
apply three nights prior and three nights after the
reunion dates based on hotel availability.
We are anxious to see you in Branson. Come enjoy
the sights and sounds that make Branson one of the
top destinations in our county today. You may
also choose a partial package if necessary. Just call
us and we will be happy to assist you with a
personalized package to meet your needs. We also
offer an "interest free" pa5nnent plan for your
convenience.
We look forwmd to seeing you in Branson!!
Sincerely,
Pam Brown

P.S. If you are flying to the reunion the nearest
airport is Springfield/Branson Regional in
Springfield, Mo. Americarq United, US Air, Delta
and Northwest are airlines that fly into &at airport.
For airport shuttle information call l-800-841-2313.
at
the arport.

All major rental cm agencies also are available
lFor a tisting of $ranson sfiaws go to:

urww. 6rans ons fiaw s. c om

Ken Kirkland remembers ...
There are a couple things that
I don't think I will ever forget.
My first General Quarters and
the Fireflies. Fireflies being
the more pleasant memory.

My fust general quarters was
on my first night on board the
Askari. This was not my first
GQ under real battle conditions. That was experienced

while stationed on the USS Cogswell DD 651 while
off the coast of Vietnam. I was shown around the
ship on my first day. Thought I knew my way - did
know my way to important places on the main deck,
but was apparently not so clear how to get
anywhere below decks. This condition created a bit
of a handicap for me later that night when battle
stations were sounded. I don't know what time it
was but it was very dark and there was no moon to
help me out. GQ sounded - I ftied desperately to
find my GQ station from below decks. I lost that
battle and finally went outside and groped my way
along the main deck till I found the door to the
Boiler Flats. As I groped, I got my first look at the
war that surrounded us. The choppers, the tracers,
hre and explosions made a lasting impression on
me. As I undogged the door to the Flats I was
rescued by several hands reaching out and dragging
me inside and the door was slammed shut
someone said, "Get in here," and someone else said
something about the dmken ship switch didn't work.
Guess I was kind of silhouetted for a couple
seconds. Such was my first GQ on the Askari. One
of hundreds. I got to the point that I woke out of a
sound sleep and headed to my battle station just
because the PA switch was turned on. I was usually
on my way before they sounded GQ. It was rare
that I got up for nothing.

Ken continues with a "ftrefly memory
One of my best and most fond
't memories of Vietnam is the
-o
(_> t,\ *'* Fireflies. They may not seem

o

like much but they were special
to
me. They did not seem to
JU
know or care there was a war
going on. They just did what freflies do. I grew up
in Idaho and even though we often refer to Idaho as
God's country, He neglected to place fireflies there.

I

had never seen a frefly till I went to Vietram.
They never ceased to fascinate me. I guess we could
have referred to them as friendly fire.

After Vietnam, I did not see another firefly until
1997 when I traveled across the U.S. with my wife
and kids to Toronto Canada. We stopped and
camped in Minnesota one night and while I was out
walking in the early evening, I saw a flicker of light.
Pretty soon I saw more flickers of light and realized
what

I

saw. Fireflies! They immediately reminded

me of Vietnam but on a more positive note. I
hurried to our trailer and told my family to "come
out quick because there are fireflies out here."
Excitement reigned as we all walked for an hour or
so just to see the fireflies. They seemed to
especially like my daughter as they crawled on her
and tickled her.

That night may have produc"d one of my first really
positive memories of Vietnam. Since then, I have
encountered more good memories. The people I
have met at the reunions have played a big part in
finding the good memories. There is a bond among
U.S.S- Askari sailors that is becoming more
apparent each time I see or speak with them I look
forward to the next reunion!

Time to pay 2006-2007 dues
Treasurer A1 Wolfe is ready and waiting to begin
the 2006-2007
recording dues payments
membership year. At the 2005 reunion, it was
voted to reduce dues from $15 to $10 per year.
Please prepare that check or money order now while
you have the newsletter in hand and mail the
payment and form belowto Al Wolfe.

for

July 2006-June 2007 Dues Payment
Name:
Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Al

Send $10.00 to
Wolfe, Askari Treasurer
148 5th Street
LaSalle, IL 61301

The Baker's Corner
by Lee Daley

Buttery Pound Cake (10 to 12 servings)
I pound butter, softened
3 cups sugar

6large eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon almond extract
4 cups all purpose flour
1/3 cup milk
Toppings: chocolate sauce and sliced strawberries

Beat butter and sugar at medium speed with an
electric mixer until light and fluft. Add eggs, one
at a time, beating just trntil the yellow disappears
after each addition. Add exhacts, beating just until
blended. Gradually add flour, beating at low speed
until combined. Add milk, beating until smooth.
Pour batter into a greased and floured 12-cup Bundt
pan. Bake at 325 for one hour and twenty minutes
or until a long wooden pick inserted in center of
cake comes out clean. Cool in pan on a wire rack
15 minutes. Remove from pan; cool completely on
a wire rack. Serve with desired toppings.

For a special dessert, serve toasted slices of this
cake with vanilla ice cream, chocolate fudge sauce,
and sliced fresh strawberries.

The "Navy Hymn"
John Schenck sent us some information he obtained

from The Presbyterian Hymnal Companion by
LindaJo H. McKim. According to this source: The
't{avy H;rmn" is "Eternal Father, Shong to Save."
The original words were written as a poem in 1860
by William Whiting of Winchester, England, for a
student who was about to sail for the United States.
The melody, published in 1861, was composed by
fellow Englishmann Rev. John Bapchus Dykes, an

Episcopalian clergyman. The hyma found in most
hymnals, is known as the'T.{avy H;nnn" because it
is sung at the U. S. Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland. It is also srmg on ships of the Royal
Navy (U.K.) and has been translated into French.
"Eternal Father" was the favorite hymn of President
FranHin Delano Roosevelt and was sung at his
funeral in Hyde Park, New York in April 1945. It
was also played by the Navy Band in 1963 as
President John F. Kennedy's body was carried up
the steps of the U.S. Capitol to lie in state.
Roosevelt served as Secretary of the Navy and
Kennedy was a PT boat commander in World $/ar

II.
The original words are:

Verse 1:
Eternal Father, shong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep;
Olr, hearus when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea!
Verse 2:
O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard
And hushed their raging at Thy word,
Who walked'st on the foaming deep,
And calm amidst its rage didst sleep;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea!
Verse 3:
Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood
Upon the chaos dark and rude,
And bid its angry tumult csase,
And give, for wild confusion, peace;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those inperil on the sea!

Verse 4:
O Trinity of love and power!
Orn brethren shield in danger's hour;
From rock and tempest, fue and foe,
Protect them wheresoe'er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee
Glad hyrnns of praise from land and sea
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PLEASE REGISTER ME FOR THE FOLLOWING:
Host Hotel: The GrandPlazu 245 N. Wildwood
Departure Date
Arrival Date

Smoking

Non Smoking
Special Requests & Additional Guests
Reunion Rate - $87.00 per room per night
(includes tar, continental breakfast, ffid hospitalrty room)
Lodgrng

Total:

(# of

nights) x $ 87.00 :
TOTALDUE:

$

$

A50o deposit is required 60 days prior to the reunion with final payment due 30 days prior to
arival. We offer a full refund less 10% cancellation fee for individuals who cancelatleastT?
hours prior to the first day of the reunion. '6lnterest free' payment plans are available.
o'Gatherings Plus."
Cancellations must be made by phone and authorized by a representative of
All refunds will be processed within 30 days of cancellation. Questions?? Call us at 417-3384048 and we'll be happy to assist you.

AIRPORT SHUTTLE INFO: 1 -8OO-841-2313
Register by Mail or Phone:

GATHERINGS PLUS
P. O. BOX 1A23, BRANSON WEST, MO. 65737
417 -338-4048
www.reunionproregistration. com/ussaskari.htm

